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700 physicians and allied health professionals
in Northern California and constitutes the local
chapter of AAPIO.

Northern California AAPIO Chapter Presi-
dent Dr. Subroto Kundu and President Elect,
Dr. Srinivas Ramachandran are among the of-
ficers, the Board of Trustees and AAPIO
members providing exemplary leadership with-
in the 13th congressional district and all of
Northern California. These individuals work to
insure the integrity of health care delivery and
are committed to the well-being of the commu-
nities in which they serve.

I applaud the Northern California Chapter’s
continuing efforts to organize and promote
community service events, such as Health
Fairs and Community Medical Education Sem-
inars, upholding the physician’s role in society
to treat, teach, and guide individuals to good
health.

AAPIO physicians provide their time and en-
ergy in community service and leadership.
They are actively involved in healthcare re-
lated issues on the local, state and national
level and represent the majority of physicians
who serve our uninsured and under-insured
populations.

As the AAPIO Northern California Chapter
gathers on May 13, I wish them success at
their Annual Meeting. I am confident AAPIO
will continue to meet our healthcare chal-
lenges and will renew their commitment to
community service and involvement.
f
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Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, on April 12,
I led an hour of debate on the topic of pre-
scription drug coverage for senior citizens. I
read three letters from seniors around the
state of Michigan who shared their personal
stories with me. On that day, I made a com-
mitment to continue to read a different con-
stituent letter every week until the House en-
acts reform. This week, I will read a letter from
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Crook.

Modern medicine has changed dramatically
over the last three decades. When Medicare
was created in 1965, most medical treatment
was provided in hospitals. Surgery and other
inpatient treatments were the norm and Medi-
care coverage for long hospital stays was a
priority. Today, with the benefit of break-
through pharmaceutical discoveries, many dis-
eases can be controlled and treated with
medication rather than lengthy hospital stays.
Routine surgeries and procedures are per-
formed on an outpatient basis. Medicare
needs to be modernized to reflect these
changes in our nation’s healthcare delivery
system. The number one advance in medical
science of the 20th century is the development
of life-saving drugs. It is critical that Medicare
covers prescription drugs, so that seniors can
have access to the best and most medically
advanced treatments.

Furthermore, the price of prescription drugs
is rising at a dramatic rate and we need to do
something to make prescription drugs more af-
fordable. According to Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, drug prices rose by 306 percent between
1981 and 1999, while the Consumer Price

Index rose just 99 percent during the same
period. In other words, prescription drug prices
have increased at a rate three times higher
than inflation.

The letter I will read tonight comes from a
couple who reside in Hillsdale, MI. I am sad-
dened to say, their story is not unique. I have
asked seniors from all over Michigan to send
me their personal stories about the prices they
pay for prescription drugs and many of them
send me copies of their bills. Mr. and Mrs. Ar-
nold Crook sent me a bill that shows they paid
over $1,125 for their prescription drugs last
year. Here is their story.

‘‘Madam, we have a income of $800 a
month between the two of us. Beside, we
have our household costs. We can’t go [out]
or do anything because [it] takes all of our in-
come for the cost to live. Some weeks [we]
wonder just how long we can go on. It [our
prescription drug bill] keeps going up in cost
and [we] cannot live. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold
Crook.’’

Mr. and Mrs. Crook and thousands of older
Americans like them need our help. Creating
a Medicare prescription drug benefit to help
cover the costs of their medications would
make a big difference in their finances and in
the quality of their lives. These seniors are a
part of the ‘‘greatest generation ever’’ who
helped build the strong economy we are en-
joying today. Our nation is in economic good
times and I believe it is time to fix the Medi-
care program so that it includes a prescription
drug benefit.
f
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I support this bill

The exploitation of our world’s girls and
young women in sex trafficking is a tragic
human rights offense.

Many of these women are kidnaped, sold,
or tricked into brothel captivity.

And this does not happen just in countries
miles away form our own. Each year women
from all over the world are brought into the
United States, for the sole purpose that they
be bought and sold by American citizens for
commercial sex.

I am happy to see that Congress is ad-
dressing this issue.

It is important that we protect the victims of
the sex trade industry, and punish the preda-
tors that exploit the women.

This bill takes a significant step towards
making a difference in the lives of women
around the world.

It authorizes a new visa for trafficking vic-
tims to provide protection to the women and
children that are brought into the United
States and forced into prostitution.

The bill establishes initiatives to prevent traf-
ficking through education, and authorizes as-
sistance to the native countries of sex traf-
ficked victims to help stop the industry.

And by establishing new criminal provisions
and increasing penalties for traffickers this bill
punishes traffickers for profiting from the vic-
timization of women.

Of course there is more that needs to be
done to stop the many human rights abuses
inflicted on women around the world.

Preventing the trafficking of women is an
important step in stopping the booming sex
trade industry.

I commend the Representative from New
Jersey for this legislation and I join with him
and urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this bill.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I recognize
the Township of Plainsboro, New Jersey, as
an ‘‘Education Township.’’ It is, in fact, the
town that schools built.

Plainsboro was founded on the principle of
local education. For many years there were
only four one-room schoolhouses that served
the children of this particular area of Central
New Jersey. In 1908, a large wood-frame two
room schoolhouse was built. These schools
and the teachers who taught in them, were
paid and maintained under the Boards of Edu-
cation of Cranbury and South Brunswick town-
ships.

As the local population increased, the peo-
ple of the Plainsboro area wanted a larger
four-room school for their children. The school
Boards refused. Plainsboro’s representative on
the Board of Education, John Van Buren
Wicoff (an attorney at law and a lifelong resi-
dent who had attended the public schools in
Plainsboro) tried to persuade the Cranbury
Board of Education to build a larger school.
When efforts failed to provide money for the
school, the people of Plainsboro petitioned the
New Jersey State Legislature to create the
Township of Plainsboro.

The legislation to establish the Township of
Plainsboro was approved April 1, 1919.
Among the first act taken was the construction
of a new four-room school built of stone.

For many years the 6th grade graduates of
Plainsboro elementary school attended a 7th
and 8th grade Junior High School in Princeton
and then went on to attend Princeton High
School.

As time passed, it became apparent that
Princeton High School could no longer accom-
modate the growing school-age population of
the area. As a result, Plainsboro and its neigh-
bor, West Windsor, required both junior and
senior high schools.

In 1969 a proposal was drafted to create a
regional based school system that would pro-
vide public education from kindergarten
through the 12th grade for the children of both
Plainsboro and West Windsor. Voters in both
townships overwhelmingly approved the pro-
posal.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the West Windsor-
Plainsboro School System is one of the best
in the county.
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